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SUBJECT: ARTICLE IN NY TIMES FEB. 25 ENTITLED "ZAMBIA, ON 
ANGOLA" BY DUNSTAN W. KAMANA 

1) FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN NY TIMES ON FEBRUARY 25: 

2) 'IN RECENT MONTHS, THERE HAVE BEEN DESPERATE ATTEMPTS 
TO EQUATE ZAMBIA’S POSITION ON ANGOLA WITH POSITIONS AND 
POLICIES OF CERTAIN AFRICAN AND NON- AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

3) FIRST, AN ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE TO SHOW THAT THE 
ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT IS OPPOSED TO THE POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR 
THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA. ZAMBIA'S DELAY IN RECOGNIZING 

THE MPLA, THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF ANGOLA, HAS BEEN 
INTERPRETED TO MEAN THAT PRESIDENT KENNETH D. KAUNDA'S 
GOVERNMENT FAVORS THE FORCES OF THE NATIONAL UNION FOR THE 
TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF ANGOLA (UNITA) AND THE NATIONAL 
FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA (FNLA). 
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4) SECOND, ZAMBIA’S DETRACTORS HAVE SPENT A LOT OF TIME 
DISCUSSING ITS CURRENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, POINTING OUT THAT 
ZAMBIA'S ECONOMY IS BASED ON A MAJOR INDUSTRY - COPPER. 

THEY HAVE ASSERTED THAT THE LOW PRICE OF COPPER AND ITS 
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EFFECT ON ZAMBIA'S ECONOMY HAS BEEN A FACTOR IN FORMU- 
LATING ZAMBIA'S POLICY ON ANGOLA. 

5) THIRD, THEY ARGUE THAT BECAUSE ZAMBIA IS LANDLOCKED 
AND BECAUSE ONE OF ITS OUTLETS TO THE SEA HAS BEEN THE 
PORT OF LOBITO, IN ANGOLA, ZAMBIA IS PRO-UNITA BECAUSE 
THE RAILROAD TO THAT PORT PASSES THROUGH TERRITORY THAT 
HITHERTO HAS BEEN IN UNITA HANDS. 

6) FOURTH, THE PERPETRATORS OF THIS CAMPAIGN SEEM TO 
THINK THAT SINCE UNITA APPEARED TO BE FIGHTING ON THE 
SAME SIDE AS RACIST SOUTH AFRICA, AND BECAUSE THEY REGARD 
ZAMBIA'S POSITION AS FAVORABLE TO UNITA, ZAMBIA MUST HAVE 
HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH SOUTH AFRICA'S INVOLVEMENT IN 
ANGOLA' 

7) WHERE THE DETRACTORS HAVE BEEN AFRICAN, THEY HAVE 
TAKEN THEIR POSITIONS FOR TWO MAIN REASONS. 

8) THE FIRST REASON IS THAT CERTAIN AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
HAVE WANTED TO APPEAR MORE REVOLUTIONARY THAN ZAMBIA 
ALTHOUGH NOT ONE SINGLE SOLITARY CITIZEN OF THEIRS HAS 
EVER BEEN KILLED IN THE BATTLE THAT HAS RAGED BETWEEN THE 
PORTUGUESE, RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN FASCISTS ON ONE 
HAND AND FREEDOM FIGHTERS ON THE OTHER. 

9) ONLY ZAMBIA SO FAR HAS HAD THE MISFORTUNE OF BEARING 
THE BRUNT OF ORGANIZATIONS OF AFRICAN UNITY POLICIES 
AGAINST THE RACISTS AND, IN THE PROCESS, OF LOSING MANY 
OF ITS PEOPLE AS A RESULT OF INCURSIONS ALONG ITS BORDERS 
BY SOUTH AFRICAN, RHODESIAN AND HITHERTO PORTUGUESE 
COLONIALISTS IN PURSUIT OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS WAGING A 
LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN THEIR COUNTRIES. 

10) BUTTRESSED BY THE SAFETY OF DISTANCE, SOME AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES HAVE FOUND THEIR LIP-SERVICE REVOLUTIONARY 
APPROACH A GOOD ENOUGH WEAPON TO RUN DOWN PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA'S POLICIES. INDEED, SOME OF THE MOST VOCAL HAVE 
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NOT BEEN THE MOST WILLING TO PAY DUES TO THE OAU LIBER 
ATION COMMITTEE COFFERS. 

11) THE SECOND REASON IS THAT ANGOLA PROVIDES CERTAIN 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES WITH THE HAPPY PROSPECT OF GETTING THE 
SOVIET UNION TO STRENGTHEN THEIR DEFENSE APPARATUS. II IS 
IRONIC HAT IN CERTAIN CASES ANGOLA PROVIDES SUCH 
COUNTRIES WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO INCREASE THEIR DEFENSE 
CAPABILITIES WITH WESTERN HELP; 

12) ANGOLA HAS ENABLED SOME COUNTRIES FAR REMOVED FROM 
THE ANGOLAN SCENE TO CONTAIN THEIR LARGELY MARXIST 
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ELECTORATE BY THEIR RECOGNITION OF THE MPLA. PEACE AND 
STABILITY WILL NOT COME TO ANGOLA UNTIL THE OTHER MOVE- 
MENTS ARE ACCOMMODATED, BUT SUCH THOUGHTS ARE OF NO 
IMMEDIATE CONCERN OR CONSEQUENCE TO THESE COUNTRIES. AS 
LONG AS THEY CAN CONTAIN THEIR INDUSTRIAL UNREST AND FEEL 
SECURE THAT AN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE OF SIMILAR MARXIST 
LEANING COULD COME TO THEIR AID IN THE EVENT OF AGGRESSION 
FROM A NEIGHBOR, THEY COULD NOT CARE LESS ABOUT ANGOLA. 

13) WHERE THE CAMPAIGN TO EQUATE ZAMBIA'S POSITION ON 
ANGOLA WITH THAT OF OTHER COUNTRIES HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 
IN THE WEST, THE IDEA HAS BEEN TO USE PRESIDENT KAUNDA'S 
STATURE, INFLUENCE AND STATESMANSHIP AS A BASIS FOR TRYING 
TO STEER A DIFFICULT POLICY ON ANGOLA THROUGH NATIONAL 
LEGISLATURES. 

14) I WILL NOW EXAMINE HOW ZAMBIA ITSELF HAS LOOKED AT 
THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM AND THE PRINCIPLES THAT HAVE GUIDED 
ZAMBIA IN THE FORMATION OF ITS POLICY. 

15) FIRST, RESPECT FOR PRINCIPLES OF PAN- AFRICANISM: 
NONINTERVENTION BY FOREIGN POWERS IN ANY FORM IN AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS. AND NONINTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF 
INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STATES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
CHARTER OF THE OAU. 

16) ZAMBIA HAS BEEN AGAINST FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN 
ANGOLA FROM WHATEVER QUARTER. ZAMBIA HAS DEMANDED THAT 
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ALL FOREIGN TROOPS IN ANGOLA - SOUTH AFRICAN OR OTHER- 
WISE - MUST LEAVE SO THAT ANGOLA S PEOPLE MAY BE FREE TO 
DECIDE THEIR OWN FUTURE. IN CONDEMNING FOREIGN INTER- 
VENTION, ZAMBIA HAS ALSO BEEN CAREFUL NOT TO LUMP THESE 
INTERVENTIONISTS INTO ONE CAMP, SINCE THEY OBVIOUSLY 
BELONG TO DIFFERENT CATEGORIES. 

17) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OAU CHARTER, ZAMBIA HAS NEVER 
WISHED TO INTERFERE IN ANGOLA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. IT IS 
PERHAPS NOT CLEAR TO MANY THAT ZAMBIA'S POSITION ON ANGOLA 
HAS BEEN CONSISTENT WITH OAU POLICY. IT WAS THE OAU THAT 
RECOGNIZED ALL THD MHNEE EOVEMEBTA ILONNGWLTH IT WANIA, 
OAU THAT-ASKED AND MANDATED ZAMBIA ALONG WITH TANZANIA, 
ZAIRE AND THE CONGO TO CARRY OUT THE TASK OF UNITINGTHE 
THREE MOVEMENTS. 

18) SECOND, ZAMBIA HAS BEEN GUIDED BY PRINCIPLES OF 
GOOD NEIGHBORLINESS. ZAMBIA HAS ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT IT 
COULD CO-EXIST WITH ANY GOVERNMENT THAT FINALLY ESTABLISHED 
ITSELF IN ANGOLA. THAT GOVERNMENT CAN BE MPLA; IT COULD BE 

UNITA OR FNLA; IT COULD BE A COMBINATION OF TWO OR THREE 
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MOVEMENTS. 

19) ANY INFORMED AND ENLIGHTENED OBSERVER OF THE ANGOLAN 
SCENE WILL KNOW THAT ZAMBIA ASSISTED THE MPLA DURING ITS 
STRUGGLE AND THAT ZAMBIA IS NOT, AND COULD NOT, BE OPPOSED 
TO THE MPLA'S ASPIRATIONS. 

20) THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PORT OF LOBITO TO ZAMBIA IS 
NOT QUESTIONED, BUT IF THAT WERE THE ONLY ISSUE, THEN OF 
COURSE ZAMBIA WOULD HAVE TO PLACE EQUAL IMPORTANCE 
ON ZAIRE AS A COUNTRY OF TRANSIT. IT IS NOT A FACT THAT, 

WHILE THE PORT OF BEIRA, MOZAMBIQUE, IS OPEN TO ZAMBIA, 
RHODESIA, THE COUNTRY OF TRANSIT, HAS ITS BORDER WITH 
ZAMBIA CLOSED, AND THEREFORE ZAMBIA CANNOT USE THAT PORT? 

21) ZAMBIA WANTS ANGOLA TO BE A GOOD, PEACEFUL, STABLE, 
UNITED, STRONG AND PROSPEROUS COUNTRY. 

22) ANOTHER SET OF PRINCIPLES THAT HAS GUIDED ZAMBIA IN 
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HER ANGOLAN POLICY HAS TO DO WITH DEMOCRACY AND NON- 
ALIGNMENT. ZAMBIA BELIEVES THAT ITS POLICY ON ANGOLA MUST 
REFLECT ITS OWN AT HOME. FOR THIS REASON, ZAMBIA HAS NEVER 
FOUND IT NECESSARY TO USURP THE RIGHT OF THE ANGOLAN 
PEOPLE TO CHOOSE A GOVERNMENT FOR THEMSELVES. 

23) THIS IS CLEARLY THE PREROGATIVE OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE, 
AND EVEN IF THE MPLA OVERRUNS ALL OF ANGOLA, AS APPEARS TO 
BE THE CASE NOW, AND DEFEATS THE OTHER PARTIES IN A CON- 
VENTIONAL WAR, THIS WOULD BE NO PROOF OF THE POPULARITY OF 
THE VICTOR OR THE UNPOPULARITY OF THE VANQUISHED. 

24) MILITARY VICTORY BY ONE PART IS NOT PROOF OF THE NON 
EXISTENCE OF THE OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES. 

25) FINALLY, ZAMBIA HAS TAKEN CARE THROUGHOUT THE ANGOLAN 
CRISIS TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE QUESTION OF ASSISTING 
LIBERATION OF AN AFRICAN STATE FROM COLONIAL RULE AND GOING 
BEYOND THE THRESHOLD OF LIBERATING A TERRITORY AND GETTING 
INVOLVED IN THE MAKING OF GOVERNMENTS FOR SOVEREIGN STATES. 

26) IT BELIEVES THAT IT IS ONE THING TO HELP ANGOLA WITH 
ITS INDEPENDENCE BUT QUITE ANOTHER TO HELP ANY GROUP OF 
ANGOLANS IMPOSE A GOVERNMENT OVER THE PEOPLE OF ANGOLA. 

27) IT WILL BE SEEN THAT ZAMBIA'S POSITION ON ANGOLA, MUCH 
AS IT MAY APPEAR TO BE AT ONE WITH POSITIONS OF A NUMBER OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES, IS IN EFFECT DIFFERENT AND BASED ON A SET 
OF WELL DEFINED PRINCIPLES. 

28) THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT ZAMBIA IN ADHERING 
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TO NOBLE PRINCIPLES OF THE OAU AND THE UNITED NATIONS HAS 
BEEN LEFT TO PAY THE PRICE. IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE THE 
PRICE IS ONE OF COMPLETE MISUNDERSTANDING. DISTORTION AND 
MALIGNING OF HER POSITION ON ANGOLA. 

29) AT NO TIME HAS ZAMBIA BEEN ANTI-MPLA. INDEED, ZAMBIA 
ONLY RECOGNIZED UNITA AS LATE AS LAST YEAR WHEN THE OAU 
DECIDED TO DO SO. THE FNLA HAS ALWAYS OPERATED IN ZAIRE. 

THIS HAS MEANT THAT THE ONE PARTY THAT COLLABORATED WITH 
ZAMBIA CLOSELY TO PROSECUTE THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
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PORTUGUESE IN ANGOLA IS THE MPLA. 

30) HOWEVER CLOSE ZAMBIA'S RELATIONS WITH THE MPLA MAY BE. 
PRESIDENT KAUNDA, HIS PARTY AND GOVERNMENT HAVE NOT FOUND 
IT NECESSARY TO DUPE THE MPLA INTO THINKING THAT THE MPLA 
CAN RUN A PEACEFUL ANGOLA TO THE COMPLETE EXCLUSION OF THE 
OTHER PARTIES. TO SOME PEOPLE, THE FREQUENT VISITS TO 
LUSAKA. THE ZAMBIAN CAPITAL, BY DR. JONAS SAVIMBIA, 

LEADER OF UNITA, HAVE IMPLIED SOME KIND OF SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIS MOVEMENT AND ZAMBIA. THIS IS 
SIMPLY NOT TRUE. THE FACT IS THAT ZAMBIA'S DOORS HAVE 
REMAINED OPEN TO THE LEADERS OF ALL THREE LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS IN ANGOLA. TO THIS DAY, THE MPLA MAINTAINS AN 
OFFICE IN LUSAKA. 

31) 1 WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO MINIMIZE ZAMBIA'S ECONOMIC 
SITUATION, GIVEN THE LOW PRICES OF COPPER AND THE GENERAL 
WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION. HOWEVER, ZAMBIA HAS INVESTED SO 
MUCH ALREADY IN THE LIBERATION OF AFRICA IN HUMAN AND 
MATERIAL TERMS THAT IT IS THE HEIGHT OF MALICE TO SUGGEST 
THAT ZAMBIA IS IN ANY WAY VEERING FROM ITS NOBLE OBJECTIVE 
OF HELPING TO LIBERATE AFRICA. 

32) I WILL NOW LOOK BRIEFLY AT THE GRIM FUTURE OF THE 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN REGION. FOR YEARS NOW, PRESIDENT KAUNDA 
HAS WARNED OF A RACIAL BLOOD BATH UNLESS WESTERN COUNTRIES 
PAY MORE ATTENTION TO THE ASPIRATIONS OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS. 

33) HE HAS WARNED THAT RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA QUITE 
IRONICALLYHAVE PERPETRATEDRTVE R CHJISTIANITY AINST BLACK 
PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF PRESERVING ' CHRISTIANITY ANDWESTERN 
CIVILIZATION". HE HAS WARNED THAT BY TURNING A DEAF EAR 

TO THE VOICES OF THE OPPRESSED MAJORITY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
THE WEST HAS BEEN DRIVING FREEDOM FIGHTERS TO SEEK AID 
WHERE THEY CAN GET IT AND TO RESORT TO ARMED STRUGGLE FOR 
THEIR LIBERATION. 

34) AS OF NOW, GUERRILLA ARMIES HAVE BEEN TRAINED. THEY 
HAVE THEEQUIPMENT. THEY HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE. THE OPTION 
IS NOT IN THEIR HANDS. THE TIME BOMB CONTINUES TO TICK 
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AWAY; THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS AFTER THEY WIN THEIR INDE- 
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PENDENCE CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO FORGET THOSE WHO ASSISTED 
THEM DURING THE STRUGGLE." KISSINGER 
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